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Objective: Zahhak (Azi Dahaka / Azi Dahak) is one of the most complex characters in
Iranian mythology and Persian epic literature. He has consistently symbolized evil
deeds, heresy, and tyranny, and may be seen as a figure onto whom many of the negative
traits of monarchs in Iranian history or associated with Iranian cultural memory have
been projected. This has made his story and character receptive to multiple layers of
mythological and historical interpretation, and his traits have often aligned with various
mytho-historical figures within Iranian tradition. Consequently, scholars have compared
Zahhak with a number of other personalities and found meaningful parallels. Continuing
this line of comparison, the author explores the similarities between Zahhak and one of
the kings of the Maurya dynasty in India (Ashoka).

Method: This article, employing a comparative-explanatory approach and utilizing
analysis of library documents, compares the character of Zahhak in Iran's national epic
with Ashoka, the powerful historical king of India.

Results: The research findings show that both figures may trace their origins to the
Scythians who settled in India. Both have fathers with ascetic tendencies — Merdas and
Chandragupta —whose rule they seize and bring to an end. Both are known for
bloodthirstiness and fearlessness, and yet, despite their tyranny, they enjoy popularity
among certain segments of the population. During their absences from their respective
countries, each entrusts governance to loyal deputies: Kondrow and Kumar. Both also
promote Indian religious traditions — idolatry in Zahhak’s case and Buddhism in
Ashoka’s. Ashoka, after a period of intense cruelty, ultimately chooses a religious path
and turns to helping the people. Zahhak, by contrast, shows no such transformation;
however, his nephew or grandson — Kush-e Pil-Dandan ("Kush the Elephant-Tusked")
— exhibits similar traits, which brings his character closer to that of Ashoka.
Conclusions: The results of the research show that a reflection of Ashoka's character
and actions can be found in the character and story of Zahhak.

*Cite this article: Ardestani Rostami,H. (2025). A Comparative Glance at the Demeanor and Deeds of Two Figures: Ashoka

and Zahhak. Journal of Comparative Literature, 17 (32), 1-20. http//doi.org/ 10.22103/jcl.2025.25318.3843

BY NG © The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22103/jcl.2025.25318.3843

the Promotion of Persian Language


mailto:Hardestani@iaud.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4311-2750

Journal of Comparative Literature, 17(32), 2025 2

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Zahhak (Azi Dahaka / Azi Dahak) is one of the most complex characters in Iranian mythology
and Persian epic literature. He has consistently symbolized evil deeds, heresy, and tyranny, and
may be seen as a figure onto whom many of the negative traits of monarchs in Iranian history
or associated with Iranian cultural memory have been projected. This has made his story and
character receptive to multiple layers of mythological and historical interpretation, and his traits
have often aligned with various mytho-historical figures within Iranian tradition. Consequently,
scholars have compared Zahhak with a number of other personalities and found meaningful
parallels.

2. Methodology

This article, employing a comparative-explanatory approach and utilizing analysis of library
documents, compares the character of Zahhak in Iran's national epic with Ashoka, the powerful
historical king of India.

3. Discussion

Zahhak aligns with many mythological and historical figures connected to Iranian culture. This
has led researchers to compare Zahhak with figures such as the Avestan Azi Dahaka, the Vedic
Visvariipa, the Median Deioces and Astyages, the Mesopotamian Tiamat, Kingu, Nergal, and
Nin-gish-zida, the Greek Gorgon, the Armenian Artavazd, Loki, and others, finding many
shared characteristics among them. In this research, the author also explored the similarities
between Zahhak and Ashoka, one of the kings of the Maurya dynasty in India, highlighting
several common features between them. As we observed:

1. It seems the Mauryan kings were originally Scythians who later settled in India and
established their rule there. Zahhak, too, was most likely of Scythian origin and from India;
according to Tarikh-i Bal'ami, he rose from the East, and Mehrab Kaboli, who ruled in India
and Kabul, was one of his descendants. Kakui or Kerkui, also a descendant of Zahhak, was the
name of a place in the East.

2. Ashoka attacked his father's capital and usurped his rule after his father fell ill. Similarly,
Zahhak killed his father and ended his reign.

3. Ashoka was known for his bloodthirstiness and tyranny, just as Zahhak was called tyrannical,
bloodthirsty, and wicked, and "would sever the heads of a thousand innocents".

4. Despite being ruthless and tyrannical, Ashoka was called "kind-eyed towards all* and
enjoyed popularity among the people because he believed in a communal economy and did not
collect taxes from farmers. This characteristic is also seen in Zahhak. According to the
Shahnameh, he pardoned profits and losses (taxes) for a segment of the people (the Arabs).
According to Moses of Chorene and Biruni, he declared everything public, and seemingly
gained popularity through this.

5. Ashoka had a highly influential advisor named Kumara who managed all affairs in the king's
absence. Zahhak also had a successor like Kandru, who administered the country when Zahhak
was not present in Iran.

6. Just as Ashoka promoted the Buddhist religion, Zahhak became a promoter of idolatry. The
Persian word "bot" (idol) is derived from the word "Buddha."” Since Buddhists depicted Buddha
in statues and revered him as a god, Iranians perceived Buddhism as idolatry; therefore,
Zahhak's idolatry can be considered a focus on Buddha and Buddhism.

7. After much oppression, Ashoka eventually moderated and, to some extent, reformed his
tyranny by converting to Buddhism. Zahhak does not possess such a characteristic; however,
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his nephew or descendant, Kush-e Pil-Dandan, who also ruled in the eastern lands, changed his
ways after meeting a wise elder. Like Ashoka, who provided water for the people, built
hospitals, abandoned carnal desires, constructed pools for treating epileptics, avoided illicit
sexual relations with women and children, and refrained from seizing people's property — in
short, abandoned "the bad path and wolfish nature.

4, Conclusion

Continuing this line of comparison, the author explores the similarities between Zahhak and
one of the kings of the Maurya dynasty in India — Ashoka — and concludes that both figures
may trace their origins to the Scythians who settled in India. Both have fathers with ascetic
tendencies — Merdas and Chandragupta —whose rule they seize and bring to an end. Both are
known for bloodthirstiness and fearlessness, and yet, despite their tyranny, they enjoy
popularity among certain segments of the population. During their absences from their
respective countries, each entrusts governance to loyal deputies: Kondrow and Kumar. Both
also promote Indian religious traditions — idolatry in Zahhak’s case and Buddhism in
Ashoka’s. Ashoka, after a period of intense cruelty, ultimately chooses a religious path and
turns to helping the people. Zahhak, by contrast, shows no such transformation; however, his
nephew or grandson — Kush-¢ Pil-Dandan ("Kush the Elephant-Tusked") — exhibits similar
traits, which brings his character closer to that of Ashoka.
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Both Hafez and Saadi, in their sonnet collections, have issued absolute statements and
judgments regarding life advice and moral guidance. These pronouncements are often
expressed with certainty and finality. While Saadi’s most renowned counsel is found in
his prose works—Golestan and Bustan—his sonnets, like those of Hafez, contain many
maxims and aphorisms that have become proverbial, not only in Iran but across the
world. These sayings are delivered with a tone of absoluteness, implying they should be
universally accepted and applied.

This study aims to examine and compare the absolute moral and philosophical judgments
found in the sonnets of Hafez and Saadi. Conducted through a library-based method, the
research extracts, analyzes, and contrasts these absolute statements from their poetic
works. The central questions are: In what areas do Hafez and Saadi employ absolute
language in their sonnets? What is the significance of these absolute judgments and
pieces of advice? And how do their approaches to absolute expression differ or align?
Findings indicate that both poets possessed the knowledge, insight, experience, and
maturity necessary for making such definitive statements. Each employed specific
vocabulary to convey absoluteness. Saadi tends to use more frequent and sweeter
hyperbolic expressions, while Hafez excels in the realm of moral counsel. Moreover, in
addressing philosophical themes and life’s profound questions, Hafez demonstrates
greater depth and superiority compared to Saadi.
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Abstract

1. Introduction

“Absolute expression” in literature refers to statements delivered without conditions or
reservations, presented as indisputable truths that the audience is expected to accept and apply
in life. Proverbs and maxims are short, concise, and meaningful expressions that carry ethical
and philosophical messages, serving as tools for transmitting such absolute expressions. Many
of these proverbs are derived from the poetry of Hafez and Saadi and are widely used in
everyday speech as well as in the writings and sermons of scholars. Saadi, though renowned
for his didactic works such as Gulistan and Bustan, also offers counsel and instruction in his
sonnets. Hafez, primarily known as a poet of love and mysticism, occasionally conveys moral
and philosophical advice in his sonnets. Both poets employ a decisive and authoritative tone,
reflecting their belief in the truth of their words and their expectation of acceptance by the
audience. This study focuses on examining the phenomenon of “absolute expression” in the
form of proverbs and maxims in the sonnets of these two eminent figures of Persian literature.
The significance of this research lies in the fact that no independent study has previously
addressed absolute expression in the sonnets of Hafez and Saadi, making this the first
comparative investigation of this aspect of their works.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a library-based and documentary approach. The Divans of Hafez and Saadi
were selected as primary sources. Verses containing absolute expressions in the form of
proverbs and maxims were identified and extracted. These data were then categorized according
to thematic similarities and differences, and analyzed comparatively. The central research
questions are: In which domains did Hafez and Saadi employ absolute expression? What is the
significance of their categorical advice and judgments? And how do their approaches to
absolute expression converge or diverge?

3. Discussion

Findings reveal that absolute expression is a demanding rhetorical mode, requiring intellectual
authority and moral credibility. Hafez, with his simple yet profound style, often conveyed
complex truths through concise, memorable statements. His use of absolute terms such as
“every,” “never,” “none,” and “always” imbues his counsel with finality. His categorical
judgments extend beyond ethics into philosophical and existential domains, addressing
freedom, justice, tolerance, and the mysteries of creation. These pronouncements, often
transformed into proverbs, reflect both his scholarly depth and spiritual insight.

Saadi, renowned as the greatest teacher of Persian language and ethics, employed absolute
expression more extensively in his Gulistan and Bustan, though his sonnets also contain
numerous examples. His advice is practical, moral, and social, guiding everyday conduct,
relationships, patience, and humility. Saadi’s categorical judgments, whether ethical, romantic,
or social, are expressed with sweetness and rhetorical elegance, making them widely accepted
and memorized. While Hafez’s absolute expressions lean toward philosophical inquiry and
metaphysical reflection, Saadi’s are more grounded in social ethics and human relations.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that both poets possessed the intellectual, experiential, and spiritual
maturity necessary for absolute expression. The most significant aspect of their categorical
discourse lies in their judgments, which have been embraced as timeless proverbs. Keywords
such as “every,” “all,” “none,” “always,” and “only” serve as linguistic markers of absolute
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expression, though both poets sometimes conveyed absolutes without explicit lexical cues.
Comparative analysis shows that Saadi’s exaggerations and categorical praises—whether of
himself, his patrons, or nature—are more abundant and expressed with greater sweetness.
However, in terms of advice, proverbs, and philosophical reflections found specifically in their
sonnets, Hafez demonstrates superiority. His categorical pronouncements on existential
questions and life’s profound dilemmas surpass Saadi’s in depth and universality. Thus,
absolute expression in the sonnets of Hafez and Saadi represents not only a stylistic device but
also a manifestation of their didactic and philosophical thought, ensuring the enduring influence
of their works in Persian culture and beyond.
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Abstract

1. Introduction

Comparative literature, in its most expansive definition, operates as a bridge across cultures and
civilizations, enabling scholars to uncover the deep and sometimes unexpected links between
literary traditions that have developed independently of each other. It offers a framework for
understanding how aesthetic concepts, thematic concerns, and poetic strategies can emerge
under different cultural and linguistic systems yet display striking similarities. The present
study focuses on a comparative analysis of the Persian Indian Style (Sabk-e Hindi) poetry of
the Safavid era and the English Metaphysical Poets of the seventeenth century. These two
traditions, separated by vast geographical distances, distinct languages, and a lack of any direct
historical contact, nonetheless evolved comparable techniques and aesthetic priorities.

The Indian Style, represented by poets such as Sa’ib Tabrizi, Bidil Dehlavi, Kalim Kashani,
and Talib Amuli, marked a departure from the courtly, idealized verse of earlier Persian poetry.
It embraced intricate structural designs, inventive metaphorical associations, integration of
colloquial and everyday speech, and engagement with philosophical speculation. In an almost
parallel fashion, the English Metaphysical Poets, including John Donne, George Herbert,
Andrew Marvell, Henry Vaughan, and Richard Crashaw, diverged from the smooth musical
lyricism of Elizabethan verse, instead favoring elaborate conceits, bold juxtapositions of
disparate ideas, and an intense focus on spiritual exploration. The aim of this research is not
simply to catalogue similarities but to reveal how poetic imagination responds in structurally
parallel ways to comparable cultural and intellectual conditions. Through this, the study seeks
to illuminate the universality of creative impulses across time and space.

2. Methodology

The analysis is anchored in the interdisciplinary field of comparative literature, drawing from
both its traditional methodologies and its modern, postcolonial reinterpretations. The French
School’s historical approach, concerned largely with tracing documented influences between
literatures, is adapted here in combination with the American School’s wider aesthetic focus
and interdisciplinary reach. Such an approach permits the examination of connections that arise
independently, without direct lines of influence. Contemporary theorists such as Susan
Bassnett, Gayatri Spivak, and Julia Kristeva have expanded comparative literature to include
intertextuality, postcolonial critique, and the study of “parallel convergence,” wherein distinct
literary traditions, responding to similar conditions, generate analogous aesthetic solutions. This
case study is precisely such a phenomenon, where parallelism exists without any historical
transmission.

The Indian Style emerged within Safavid Iran in a period marked by the decline of royal
patronage for poetry, the rise of urban life in cities such as Isfahan, and a closer link between
poets and everyday culture. This shift enabled Persian poetry to incorporate colloquial phrasing,
vivid representation of daily life, and reflections on contemporary philosophical and scientific
discourse. Advances in theology, philosophy—including the flourishing of the mashsha’'1 and
sadra’1 schools—astronomy, and the arts enriched the imagery and intellectual tone of the
poetry. Safavid poets rejected the traditional idea of poetry as solely the product of divine
inspiration, instead asserting the poet’s mind and creative skill as the origin of verse.

In early seventeenth-century England, metaphysical poetry arose amidst profound religious
instability, including tense Protestant—Catholic relations, the rise of Puritanism, and the political
and social upheavals of the English Civil War. The scientific revolution, sparked by the work
of Galileo, Kepler, and Newton, reshaped worldviews, prompting poets to engage in intellectual
experimentation and to integrate scientific language and imagery into verse. Philosophical
skepticism, especially that of Montaigne, and Bacon’s empirical methodology found their way
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into poetic conceits, enabling a fusion of the empirical and the metaphysical in the poetic
Imagination.

3. Findings

The study demonstrates a set of remarkable convergences between the Persian Indian Style and
English Metaphysical poetry—convergences that span several key aesthetic domains and
reflect common reactions to the crisis of preceding poetic traditions.

One of the most prominent points of convergence lies in innovative thematic construction.
Persian poets perfected the device known as ma‘ni-ye biganeh (“alien meaning”), which sought
to create novel associations beyond familiar tropes and demanded from the reader an
engagement with unfamiliar, intricate, and intellectually stimulating ideas. These “alien
meanings” moved far from the well-worn images of traditional lyric poetry, such as the beauty
of the beloved, and replaced them with sharply original juxtapositions of concepts drawn from
science, philosophy, and the everyday. Similarly, metaphysical poets developed the far-fetched
conceit, an extended metaphor linking distant conceptual worlds through sustained logical
elaboration. Donne’s compass metaphor in A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning, or Marvell’s
geometric paradox in The Definition of Love, work in the same spirit, compelling the reader to
follow a chain of unexpected but rigorously constructed associations.

Another point of convergence appears in the profound use of paradox as an epistemic
mechanism. In Persian poetry of this style, paradoxes unsettle binary oppositions—between
reason and passion, stability and change, life and death—using contradiction not as mere
ornament but as a way to articulate the coexistence of opposing truths in human experience.
Sa’ib’s and Bidil’s paradoxes bear structural resemblance to Donne’s theological inversions,
such as “Death, be not proud,” where mortality is reimagined as powerless in the face of
eternity, or Herbert’s paradoxical “submission for freedom” in the realm of faith. These
contradictions reveal an intellectual commitment to exploring complexity rather than reducing
it.

Beyond paradox, both traditions employ hyperbole not simply as decorative exaggeration
but as a cognitive and philosophical device. Persian poets often magnified ordinary scenes into
images of impossibility—depicting the beloved’s heel as translucent enough to reveal the
design of a carpet beneath—as a means to force new sensory and intellectual perceptions. In
English metaphysical poetry, hyperbole extended concepts to their theological and cosmic
limits: Donne addressing the sun as an “old fool” who must learn obedience to lovers’ time, or
Vaughan claiming direct vision of eternity. In both cases, hyperbole becomes a way to push
reality’s boundaries, inviting the reader into philosophical speculation.

A further point of convergence emerges in the clear presence of Baroque sensibilities in both
traditions. The Barogue aesthetic, characterized by dramatic contrasts, emotional extremity,
intricate structuring, and a blending of mysticism with sensory intensity, surfaces in Persian
Indian Style through dynamic shifts in perspective, theatrical imagery, and a constant interplay
between order and disruption. English metaphysical poetry reflects Catholic and Protestant
inflections of Barogue drama, seen in violent spiritual reformations—Donne’s plea for God to
“batter my heart”—and in tactile metaphors drawn from craft, alchemy, and navigation. In both
contexts, the Baroque impulse signaled a way of processing an unstable and evolving world
through art that embraced multiplicity and contradiction.

4. Conclusion

Taken together, these findings strongly support the theory of parallel convergence within
comparative literature. They demonstrate that stylistic and thematic innovations can arise
independently in different traditions when poets face analogous historical, cultural, and
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intellectual pressures. This has significant implications for how we conceptualize literary
history.

Firstly, it calls into question Eurocentric models of literary modernity by highlighting
Safavid Indian Style poetry as an example of a non-Western modernity, developing parallel to
European poetic innovations of the early modern period. This challenges the notion that high
literary modernism was an exclusively European creation and instead situates it within a global
network of cultural responses to change.

Secondly, the study suggests that certain aesthetic principles—such as defamiliarization,
conceptual complexity, and inventive metaphor—are not bound by linguistic or cultural limits.
These devices operate as universal mechanisms in the craft of poetry and can be adapted to suit
vastly different historical and cultural environments while serving similar cognitive and
emotional purposes.

Thirdly, this comparative framework moves beyond national or influence-based narratives.
Instead of tracing linear paths of influence, it proposes a networked model of literary evolution
that accounts for independent but structurally analogous developments. In doing so, it
reimagines comparative literature as a study of global poetics, concerned with how human
creativity responds to shared existential questions, rather than only with cultural borrowing.

Finally, by examining the shared aesthetics of Persian and English poetry across the Baroque
and metaphysical traditions, this research emphasizes the role of comparative poetics in
fostering cross-cultural dialogue. Recognizing common strategies of innovation across
traditions not only enriches our understanding of literary creativity but also encourages us to
view poetry as a collective human enterprise—diverse in its expressions yet united in its
imaginative reach.
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Two landscapes.

Sociology of language is a branch of linguistics that studies the relationship between
language and society. This field analyzes the interaction of language on social structures
and culture and the impact of society on language. In the sociology of language, similar
factors, such as social classes, education, age, and ethnicity, play a fundamental role in
creating linguistic diversity. The present study examines the sociology of language in
the novels "The Baghdad Clock" by Shahad Al Rawi and "Two Landscapes" by
Ghazaleh Alizadeh based on the sociology of language, and the authors seek to answer
these questions using a descriptive-analytical method: What are the sociological
components of language in the novels "The Baghdad Clock™ and "Two Landscapes"?
How are these components manifested in the novels "The Baghdad Clock™ and "Two
Landscapes "? To answer the above questions, first the sociological components of
language were extracted from the two novels and the components were examined and
analyzed based on the sociology of language. This research indicates that the
sociological components of language in novels include education, gender, occupation,
religion, beliefs, and opinions.
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Abstract
1. Introduction
This article examines and analyzes two novels, "The Baghdad Clock" by Shahad Al Rawi and
"Two Landscapes™ by Ghazaleh Alizadeh, based on the Sociology of Language. The sociology
of language is a branch of linguistics that studies the relationship between language and society.
This field analyzes how language interacts with social structures and culture, as well as the
impact of society on language. In the sociology of language, factors such as gender, social class,
education, age, ethnicity, etc., play a fundamental role in creating linguistic diversity.

In the present study, the authors seek to answer these questions: What are the sociological
components of language in the novels "The Baghdad Clock™ and "Two landscapes™? How are
these components manifested in the novels "The Baghdad Clock™ and "Two landscapes™?

2. Methodology

In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method, it is shown how these two novels reflect
dominant and marginal discourses in the social contexts of Irag and Iran through linguistic
elements. The novel "The Baghdad Clock™ by Shahad Al-Rawi narrates the social and political
situation of war-torn and embargoed Irag. This work seeks to discover individual and collective
identity amidst social turmoil and identity crises. On the other hand, the novel "Two
Landscapes” by Ghazaleh Alizadeh examines different aspects of Iranian life and identity and
depicts the challenges existing in society.

3. Discussion

Throughout history, literature has been a reflection of the surrounding society and has been
used as a window for the presentation and analysis of social realities. Through it, a deeper
understanding of culture, identity, practices, and social challenges has been achieved. Literature
directly and sometimes indirectly, and in social contexts, depicts economic, political, and
cultural issues. Using characters, stories, and environments, writers present the real experiences
of individuals and provide an analysis of the state of society. It is also able to depict social
conflicts and tensions. In other words, literature is a mirror of social changes that constantly
adapts to these changes.

In the present study, Shahad Al-Rawi, the author of the novel "The Baghdad Clock", and
GhazalehAlizadeh, the author of the novel "Two Landscapes”, are women who pay special
attention to the society around them, and the issues surrounding them are a reflection of their
works. By studying and examining the novels of these authors, especially the language of the
characters in the novels, one can depict the society, status, and behavior. of individuals.

4. Conclusion

The results of the research show that both novels, relying on narrative and linguistic techniques,
recreate social developments and discursive tensions in their society. Shahad Al-Rawi uses
multilayered and symbolic language to depict identity crises in post-Saddam lIrag, while
Ghazaleh Alizadeh uses critical prose to employ feminine language as a tool to confront
traditional structures and challenges in society. This research aims to analyze these two works
and examine the role of language in reflecting social issues and discourses of power in
contemporary Middle Eastern fiction. The sociological components of language in the
aforementioned novels include education, gender, occupation, religion, beliefs, and ideologies.

Keywords: sociology of language, Shahad Al Rawi, Ghazaleh Alizadeh, Baghdad Clock, Two
Landscapes
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Memoirs are a type of the fictional literature and can result of literary storytellers,
Memories of Mustafa Sadegh Rafei " Mother's Death" and Shahrokh Meskoob " Mother's
Grief", which center around themes of mourning and, absence of a mother. This study
focuses on the use of Kubler's psychological theory in fiction literature with the aim of
comparative analysis of memoirs and explaining the admission propositions of mourning,
the use of Kubler's psychological theory in fiction literature, The research method is an
analytical approach with a comparative approach, The present article examines how much
they have been able to accept the mourning psychologically and how the admission has
on their pen, using the psychological theory of Mourning Kubler Ross. The results of the
study show that emotional contexts and religious beliefs have made the acceptance of
mourning in the disobedient. But Rafi has finally accepted this stage of absence and tied
it to the theology of suffering, Inner music of the word and the use of vocabulary
pronounced the unconscious, conveying the anger and the masses to the reader. However,
Rafi has been able to artistically bright his anger, expressing the bitter social facts of
women and male patriarchal, but the mourning remains at the individual level.
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Abstract

1. Introduction

Mourning holds significant psychological and literary value, as it reflects the complex
emotional and behavioral responses individuals experience following the loss of a loved one.
This process often encompasses a blend of thoughts, emotions, and actions that people engage
in when faced with loss or even the threat of it. Literature, as a medium deeply intertwined with
human emotion, offers a unique space to explore and articulate grief. In this context, examining
the relationship between literary expression and psychological theories becomes essential.
This study focuses on the portrayal of mourning in the works of Shahrokh Meskoob and
Mostafa Sadegh Rafi, both of whom have written autobiographical reflections centered on the
loss of their mothers. Their memoirs transcend personal experience to engage with broader
cultural and psychological dimensions of grief. This positions their work within the realm of
comparative literature, which explores shared themes across different literary traditions and
national boundaries. By analyzing how mourning is expressed both individually and
collectively, this study seeks to uncover how a universal experience—such as the death of a
mother—is shaped, narrated, and internalized through literature.

The primary goals of this research are threefold: (1) to conduct a comparative analysis of the
two memoirs, (2) to explore the representation of mourning as a literary theme, and (3) to apply
Elisabeth Kibler-Ross's five-stage model of grief—denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and
acceptance—to the memoirs of Meskoob and Rafi in order to better understand the
psychological depth embedded in their narratives.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach to examine how mourning
is represented in the selected memoirs. It relies on a close reading of Shahrokh Meskoob’s
Mourning Mother and Mostafa Sadegh Rafi’s Matn-e Alam (The Text of Grief), focusing on
the emotional trajectory of each author in response to maternal loss.

The theoretical framework is grounded in Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s model of the five stages of
grief: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. These stages serve as a lens
through which the psychological responses in both texts are interpreted. By combining literary
analysis with psychological theory, the study aims to illuminate how each writer articulates and
processes grief, and how their individual experiences resonate with broader patterns of
mourning across cultures.

3. Discussion

The five stages of grief identified by Kibler-Ross—denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and
acceptance—are clearly present in the writings of both Meskoob and Rafei. However, these
stages do not unfold in a straightforward, linear progression, particularly in Meskoob’s case.
Rather, they emerge sporadically, sometimes overlapping, creating a layered and fragmented
portrayal of grief. It is essential to recognize that grief is not meant to linger indefinitely in any
one phase; instead, it should ideally move toward resolution, which Kiibler-Ross defines as
acceptance. reaching this final stage, however, is rarely immediate or easy. For Meskoob, it
takes years—if it happens at all. Outwardly, he may appear to accept his mother’s death, but
his persistent return to her memory, his dreams of her, and his inability to let go suggest
otherwise. He continues to live with her presence—both asleep and awake.

-Shock and Denial

For Meskoob, the news of his mother’s illness and passing provokes deep shock and disbelief.
He cannot bring himself to accept it. At times, he even entertains the hope that the news was
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false. This denial stretches on for years; he continues to write letters to her as though she were
still alive. Such resistance is rooted in the emotional closeness they shared—his mother was not
only a parent but, in many ways, the foundation of his identity.

In Rafei’s account, denial is equally vivid. Even after seeing his mother’s shrouded body, the
protagonist struggles to believe she is truly gone. He still hears her voice and asks, “If my
mother is not here, then why am 1?”” The simplicity of the question belies its emotional weight,
conveying the total disorientation of that moment.

-Anger

Once the shock begins to subside, Meskoob finds himself overwhelmed by anger. He describes
a “new misfortune” that makes him want to upend the world. His fury is not directed at a single
cause—it extends to society, to fate, to life itself. This anger seems to stem from powerlessness:
he could do nothing to stop what happened. Lacking a strong spiritual framework that might
have offered solace or meaning, he remains trapped in despair.

Rafei’s anger is more subdued, but no less real. The words he uses—muhattama ("shattered"),
tahtah ("crushed™")—speak of emotional devastation. He is not only mourning his mother, but
also railing against the social structures that left her vulnerable. His grief becomes a lens
through which he views broader injustices. His sorrow is personal, but also political.
-Bargaining

In Meskoob’s writing, the bargaining phase is subtle but present. He does not negotiate in a
traditional religious sense, but he does cry out to a higher power—asking to be “seen.” Even
without a firm belief in God, he reaches beyond himself in a moment of vulnerability. This
longing reflects a universal human impulse: the need for comfort from something greater when
confronted with loss.

Rafei’s bargaining is more direct. His protagonist pleads with God for mercy. The tone is quiet,
even fatigued, but the appeal is sincere. It reveals a hope—however faint—that divine
compassion might soften the pain.

-Depression

Meskoob’s grief is heavy and unrelenting. His sorrow manifests through weeping, a sense of
suffocation, and a weight he cannot shake. At times, he writes as though death itself flows
through his veins. His deep depression is tied not only to his emotional bond with his mother
but also to his lack of religious belief. Without a sense of an afterlife, death becomes an absolute
void.

Rafei too expresses profound depression. After the burial, time seems to unravel. The world
turns upside down. His mother, once the anchor of his existence, is gone—and with her, the
ground beneath his feet. Her loss feels like the collapse of everything familiar.

-Acceptance

Meskoob never seems to fully accept his mother’s death. He clings to her memory, her presence
in dreams, and the pain of her absence. His grief remains unresolved. For him, she was the
center of existence, and without her, life feels fragmented. Lacking belief in an afterlife, he
cannot envision her as having moved on—only as vanished.

Rafei, by contrast, gradually reaches a place of acceptance. Though his mother’s death came
too soon, he does not deny it. He narrates her passing plainly, accepting it as the outcome of a
difficult life and a weary heart. His reflections show a person still in mourning, but learning to
coexist with loss.

4. Conclusion
This comparative reading of Meskoob and Rafei highlights two deeply personal yet distinct
approaches to mourning. In Rafei’s case, the temporal distance between his mother’s death and
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the act of writing appears to have granted him some emotional clarity. The pain is still there—
palpable and unresolved in places—»but there is also movement, a sense of coming to terms. His
anger, while quieter than Meskoob’s, is present and socially aware. His grief stretches beyond
the personal, pointing toward systemic injustices. When he bargains, it is with God—and even
that is a subdued, weary hope. His depression, though profound, does not freeze him in time.
By the time he writes, acceptance has begun to emerge—in his tone, his vocabulary, and his
way of remembering.

Meskoob, however, remains suspended in grief. He never reaches a point of resolution. His
writing is introspective, personal, and solitary. He does not attempt to draw broader conclusions
or speak to a collective experience. His sorrow remains internalized, circling endlessly around
loss.

Ultimately, the distinction between these two voices lies in how they direct their grief. Rafei
externalizes his sorrow, transforming it into insight about the world around him—particularly
the role of women in patriarchal Egypt. Meskoob internalizes his pain, dwelling in memory and
emotional paralysis. Both narratives are powerful in their honesty, but only one suggests the
possibility of healing.

Keywords: Mourning ,Memory, Kubler Ross, Meskoob, Rafei.
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In fiction, narrative and descriptive parts are directly related; In fact, every story includes
a part related to the narration and events, and another part related to the description of
characters, objects, places, etc. The two main elements of the story are description and
narration, complementing each other.

Objective description is the accurate and correct choice of the details of the author's
perceptions of the surrounding world. Considering the importance of description in
fiction and the need for accuracy in description, this research examines the extent and
manner of objective description in the novels of Najib Mahfouz's Tales of Our
Neighborhood, Jean-Paul Sartre's Nausea, and Enrich Bell's Thoughts of a Clown, by
authors who were awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

After examining the application of the elements of objective description used in the
above three novels, it is clear that all three authors have used all the elements of objective

description, but with different ratios.

The novel Anecdotes of our Neighborhood has used the element of movement the most,
which is necessary for the movement and revolutionary atmosphere of this novel. All the
objective elements are used in all three novels with different and meaningful, and the
objective elements used in all three novels are only the result of two factors, the skill and
accuracy of the author and the society where the events of the novel occur.

*Cite this article: Rezaei, M., Rakhsha, F. (2025). A Comparative Study of the Objective Elements Used in Three
113-132.

Novels That Won the

Nobel Prize. Journal of Comparative Literature, 17 (32),

http//doi.org/10.22103/jcl.2025.25086.3831

BY NC © The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/jcl.2025.25086.3831


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3654-1175
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Journal of Comparative Literature, 17(32), 2025 114

Abstract

1. Introduction

In the novel, “description” primarily serves a narrative role, as the author seeks to minimize his
intervention and wishes to present himself subtly. This is where the description of things,
places, and characters must be so vivid that it narrates the story without the author’s interference
or explanation. In modern rhetoric, description is a form of expression related to the impact that
the world has on our senses. Considering the importance of the role of description, especially
objective description, this research aims to examine and compare the extent of the use of
objective elements in the works of Nobel Prize-winning authors. It seeks to answer the question
of how contemporary world-class authors have employed description, to what extent, and in
what manner they have utilized objectivity, to engage readers more effectively and provide a
clearer pathway for writers and aspiring authors. For this reason, three novels have been
selected for analysis: “The Tales of Our Neighborhood” by Naguib Mahfouz, “Nausea” by
Jean-Paul Sartre, and “The Opinions of a Clown” by Heinrich Boll.

2. Methodology

This research analyzes objective elements at three levels, inspired by the framework of Mir-
Sadeghi and Meymoun (1998: 1) Sensory elements (color, sound, smell), 2) Spatial-temporal
elements (movement, location, distance), and 3) Qualitative elements (temperature, material,
light). This method is structured and traces back to the early development of the realism
movement, which was a reaction against subjectivism and emphasized objectivity; Flaubert
stated that the novel should adopt the same methods as science (Seyed Hosseini, VVol. 1, 2006:
277).

3. Discussion

Obijective elements in Nobel Prize-winning novels are used abundantly and are closely related
to the story’s environment. These works not only pay special attention to description but also
correctly utilize objective elements according to the story’s theme. The use of objective
elements varies according to the characters and the psychological and climatic atmosphere
prevailing in the story. All objective elements can be observed in all three novels except for
taste, which is not found in “The Tales of Our Neighborhood” and “The Opinions of a Clown.”
One reason for the lack of attention to this element can be attributed to the central themes in
these two stories, which depict poverty in society at that time The authors themselves were not
unfamiliar with it during their lifetimes, leading to this element being overlooked. “The Tales
of Our Neighborhood” has the highest number of movement elements, which corresponds to
the warm climate and the struggle depicted in the story. In this narrative, cold is mentioned less
due to the climatic context. The author's personal experiences and mental preconceptions can
also be identified as reasons for this dynamism; a poor boy wanders through the streets from
morning until late at night, spending most of his time playing, while also being forced to
perform physical labor to earn money alongside his family.

In this novel, time receives less attention since, for people in the impoverished society of that
day in Egypt, time holds little significance; in contrast to the other two novels, which were
written in culturally different environments, time is given more attention and significance. This
issue is also observable regarding color; the Egyptian society during Mahfouz’s time,
overwhelmed by poverty, could not pay much attention to color, which represents the
superficial and luxurious aspects of life. The dilapidated homes and faces have not drawn the
writer’s attention in terms of color. Consequently, compared to the other two novels, the
element of color receives less focus in this one.
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4. Conclusion

The elements used and their respective proportions are the result of five factors: 1) the lived
experience of the author, 2) the skill and precision of the author’s writing, 3) the intellectual
concerns of the author, 4) the society in which the events of the novel take place, and 5) the
main character of the novel and the author's internal and external characteristics. Among these,
the author’s lived experience and the characteristics of the main character are also derived from
and inseparable from the society and environment where the events of the novel occur. In simple
terms, the objective elements used in the story are the result of three factors: 1) the skill and
precision of the author, 2) the society and environment in which the events of the novel occur,
and 3) the lived experience and intellectual framework of the author. “The Tales of Our
Neighborhood” and “The Opinions of a Clown” utilize a top-down approach in their
descriptions, both of which have a social perspective, while “Nausea,” with its movement from
the part to the whole, represents a philosophical and meaningful novel that aligns with the
existentialist philosophical perspective, which tends to move from existence toward discovering
other aspects of being.

Keywords: description, objective writing, anecdotes of our neighborhood, nausea, the
Opinions of a Clown.
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Childhood is a culturally constructed concept, shaped by diverse definitions across
different societies and historical periods. To understand this multifaceted notion,
interdisciplinary approaches are essential. This study employs qualitative content analysis
to explore representations of childhood in the literary works of Sadegh Chubak, a
prominent Iranian writer. The analysis focuses on identifying recurring patterns in the
depiction of childhood, both through sociological lenses and within the cultural context
of Iranian society during the Pahlavi era. Although this era is often regarded as a period
of increased attention to childhood, it was also marked by persistent challenges such as
poverty, child labor, and social inequality. Chubak, adopting a naturalistic literary style,
centers his narratives on children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, portraying
their suffering with unflinching honesty and emotional depth. Middle- and upper-class
children, when present, primarily serve to underscore the stark class divisions and the
privileges denied to the underprivileged. In Chubak’s fiction, childhood is not idealized;
rather, children are depicted as victims of harsh realities. Consistent with naturalistic
themes, they are entrapped in cycles of misery, psychological trauma, and environmental
determinism. These children are subjected to physical and emotional abuse and are bound
by decaying traditions and superstitions. The only exception appears in the realistic story
Tangsir, where the protagonist’s son inherits his father's spirit of resistance against
oppression. This research highlights Chubak’s critical portrayal of childhood,
emphasizing its entanglement with broader socio-political conditions and the inescapable
weight of fate and social class.
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1. Introduction

Childhood, as a vital social and cultural institution, represents the most formative period in
shaping an individual’s personality. However, the concept of childhood is fluid, varying across
societies and historical eras, and is experienced differently based on social, economic, and
geographical contexts. During the Pahlavi era, modernization and governmental policies
redefined childhood, promoting a vision of children as independent individuals who require
education and attention. Nevertheless, in the second Pahlavi period, despite improvements for
the middle class, governmental reforms had little tangible impact on the lives of disadvantaged
children. This study investigates Sadegh Chubak’s literary portrayal of children during this
period, aiming to determine whether his depictions reflect the social realities of the era or
primarily express his naturalist worldview.

2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, grounded in qualitative content
analysis within a sociological framework. Content analysis, not limited to a specific theoretical
paradigm, allows for the integration of diverse theories and terminologies. Since data collection
relies on written and library sources, the study is documentary in nature. By analyzing Chubak’s
selected novels and stories, relevant information is extracted, categorized, and interpreted
according to specific thematic and sociocultural patterns. While sociological models are applied
to explore patterns of childhood, distinct features of Iranian culture are also taken into account.

3. Discussion
Focus on Disadvantaged Children

Chubak primarily emphasizes children from lower socio-economic backgrounds, rarely
portraying those from middle or upper classes. When they do appear, their presence serves to
illustrate class disparity and social contrast.

Physical and Psychological Harms

Disadvantaged children in Chubak’s works suffer from social challenges such as
discrimination, injustice, and lack of access to education and healthcare. These adversities
affect their personal development and social integration. Chubak gives voice to their struggles,
shedding light on their suffering through vivid literary representation.

Narrative Examples:

- In Last Autumn Afternoon, Asghar, a poor child, is subjected to verbal abuse by a teacher
and suffers sexual exploitation. The story reveals the damaging effects of poverty, hunger, and
lack of familial support. It incorporates naturalist elements such as determinism and subtle
critiques of religion.

- The Listener’s Stone explores family violence and humiliation, showing how these factors
lead to psychological trauma in children.

- In The Car Sticker Thief, a child attempts to steal out of poverty but is labeled a criminal
and violently punished, with no regard for the underlying socio-economic factors.

Class Conflict

Chubak’s texts highlight the stark class divide of the Pahlavi era, where privileged classes
had access to education and power, while underprivileged groups remained excluded. This class
disparity profoundly impacts children, as demonstrated in Last Autumn Afternoon, where the
teacher’s treatment of the poor student Asghar sharply contrasts with that of the affluent
Fereydoun.

Naturalism and Determinism
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As a naturalist writer, Chubak emphasizes environmental and material determinism.
Individuals, especially children, are portrayed as powerless victims of their surroundings,
deprived of agency over their lives and futures.

4. Conclusion

Sadegh Chubak’s works—mainly produced between the 1940s and mid-1960s—reflect the
socio-political tensions of the Pahlavi era. His naturalistic style sheds light on poverty,
inequality, and the suffering of disadvantaged groups, particularly children. Stories like Last
Autumn Afternoon,Yahya, and The Car Sticker Thief depict class conflict and childhood trauma
without offering idealistic solutions. Even when middle-class children are represented, as in
The Wooden Horse, the narrative remains focused on hereditary and environmental
determinism. Only in the realistic novel Tangsir does a child character embody resistance and
protest. Overall, Chubak portrays children as deeply vulnerable, victimized by their
environment, and subjected to physical and emotional abuse. Through this stark and unflinching
lens, he exposes the brutal realities of childhood among the oppressed and critiques the societal
structures that perpetuate their suffering.

Keywords: social condition, fictional literature, Pahlavi era, Sadegh Chubak, childhood
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Ecocriticism is an approach in literary criticism that studies the relationship between
humans and nature in literary texts. One of the subfields of this critical approach is
comparative ecocriticism, which examines two poets or writers from an eco-critical
perspective. Wendell Berry, a contemporary American poet, writer, and environmental
activist, is a nature-oriented poet whose poetry prominently features nature and its
manifestations. Reading his poems immediately draws the reader's mind toward the
poems of Sohrab Sepehri. In this paper, we intend to explore the poetry of Sepehri and
Berry using a comparative eco-critical approach by outlining the commonalities between
eco-criticism and Romanticism. We will analyze their shared concerns in confronting
the modern world, its problems, and crises, and highlight their intellectual differences in
this confrontation. Such research necessitates employing environmental aesthetics as our
framework. This study revealed that both Berry and Sepehri, with a nature-centered
approach influenced by Romantic traditions, utilize nature as a platform for representing
ethical, aesthetic, and critical values. By praising simplicity, negating urban life, and
emphasizing a return to the authentic ecosystem, they re-examine the relationship
between humans and nature. However, their differences emerge in their intellectual
origins, their approach to modernity, and the intensity of their critique of human
interventions in nature.
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Abstract

1. Introduction

Ecocriticism, or ecological literary criticism, is a modern and increasingly significant approach
that examines the relationship between literature and the physical environment. Its goal is to
deepen our understanding of how humans relate to nature and, ultimately, to encourage more
sustainable environmental awareness. Cheryl Glotfelty and Harold Fromm define ecocriticism
as the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment, much like
feminist criticism focuses on gender or Marxist criticism on class and production.

The term “ecology,” introduced into English in 1873, underpins ecocriticism, which
emerged in the late 20th century as a response from the humanities to the environmental
movements of the 1960s and 1970s. By the early 21st century, it had expanded to include
philosophy of the environment, environmental history, and studies of space and landscape.

Art and literature are inevitably shaped by their environment. Thus, understanding the
ecological and geographical context—such as local flora, fauna, and climate—is essential in
literary analysis. Ecocriticism highlights the interconnectedness of nature, culture, and human
creativity, stressing literature’s role in reflecting and influencing ecological consciousness.

Ecocriticism also aligns with Romanticism, as both share a deep emotional appreciation for
nature and a critique of industrialization and modernity. In the U.S., it developed in the late
1980s through scholars like Glotfelty and Fromm, with roots in 19th-century American
Transcendentalism. In Britain, “Green Studies” drew inspiration from Romanticism of the
1790s. Romantic poets such as Wordsworth and Coleridge were the first to bring nature into
modern poetry, shifting focus from aristocratic themes to the natural world and everyday life.
Their rejection of industrialism and return to nature laid the intellectual and emotional
groundwork for contemporary ecocritical thought.

2. methodology

This study employs a comparative ecocritical approach to examine the poetry of Wendell Berry
and Sohrab Sepehri, focusing on their shared and differing perspectives on nature. Both poets
are considered intellectual heirs of Romanticism, viewing nature not merely as a descriptive
subject but as a living, spiritual presence. The research emphasizes that simply using natural
imagery does not make a poet ecological; rather, it is the depth of connection and empathy with
nature that defines ecological poetry.

Drawing on mythological and philosophical views of human-nature unity, the study
explores how both Berry and Sepehri reject the anthropocentric notion of human superiority,
instead portraying humanity as an inseparable part of the natural world. The analysis
concentrates on two of Berry’s poetry collections—Selected Poems of Wendell Berry and
Given—and selected poems of Sepehri, to identify how both poets express themes such as unity
with nature, personification of natural elements, nostalgia, and Romantic idealism.

The research seeks to answer two main questions:

1. What role do nature and natural elements play in the poetry of Wendell Berry and
Sohrab Sepehri?

2. What similarities and differences exist in their use and representation of nature’s
imagery?

3. Discussion:

3-1. Wendell Berry

Wendell Berry (b. 1934, Henry County, Kentucky) is an American poet, novelist, essayist,
farmer, and environmental activist whose literary and agrarian philosophy bridges art, ethics,
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and ecology. Having left an academic life in New York to return to farming in his native
Kentucky, Berry developed an enduring commitment to rural life and sustainable agriculture.
His writings—over fifty volumes of poetry, fiction, and essays—celebrate the sanctity of land,
the interdependence of communities, and the spiritual dimension of work and stewardship.

Berry’s worldview is deeply rooted in respect for the earth and in resistance to industrial
modernity. In works such as The Unsettling of America: Culture and Agriculture (1977), he
critiques mechanized farming and corporate exploitation, arguing that the alienation of people
from the soil parallels moral and social decay. For Berry, small-scale agriculture sustains not
only ecological balance but also human happiness and cultural integrity. His moral ecology
insists on a harmony between the natural and the human order, a conviction that “the order of
society imposes an ecological question on our personal conduct: what effect do our actions have
upon our neighbors and the place where we live?”

In his poetry, such as "The Peace of Wild Things," Berry portrays nature as a sanctuary
where humans can recover serenity from modern anxiety. His “Mad Farmer” poems advocate
for simplicity, humility, and rebellion against consumerist logic, envisioning an alternative
ethic founded on gratitude, hard work, and community. Berry’s aesthetic is therefore both
environmental and ethical: beauty resides in the cycles of growth and decay, and moral
restoration begins with ecological awareness.

3-2. Sohrab Sepehri

Sohrab Sepehri (1928-1980), the Iranian poet-painter, likewise embodies a profound ecological
sensibility. Born in Kashan, Sepehri’s poetic evolution—from Death of Color to The Green
Space and We Are Nothing, We Are the Gaze—reflects a gradual departure from classical
poetics toward a meditative modernism grounded in Eastern mysticism and environmental
consciousness.

Nature in Sepehri’s poetry is not a mere backdrop but a living presence that mediates
spiritual revelation. His landscapes are sanctified spaces where divinity and simplicity merge:
“I say my prayers when the wind calls to prayer from the minaret of a cypress.” His verses
transform natural elements—trees, water, stones—into moral and metaphysical symbols that
guide humanity toward purity and self-knowledge. Sepehri’s ecological poetics also serve as a
critique of urban alienation; by celebrating rural innocence and the moral beauty of coexistence
with nature, he implicitly challenges modern materialism.

Critics have described Sepehri as a poet of visual and spiritual ecology: his art translates
natural perception into an ethics of compassion. Through animistic imagery, he restores agency
to non-human beings, asserting that the human, vegetal, and cosmic realms are interrelated. In
this vision, nature is both teacher and mirror, the measure of human authenticity.

3-3. Environmental Aesthetics

Both poets converge within the theoretical framework of environmental aesthetics, which
fuses beauty, ethics, and ecology. This discipline redefines aesthetic experience not as the
contemplation of autonomous art objects but as a mode of perception embedded in natural and
cultural environments. Following the Romantic lineage—from Wordsworth’s reverence for
organic unity to contemporary eco-criticism—environmental aesthetics views the natural world
as the highest realization of beauty and moral order.

Philosophically, this approach resists the instrumentalization of nature. The beauty of a tree,
a river, or decaying leaves is not subordinate to human pleasure or profit but reveals a self-
sufficient value. As Berry and Sepehri both suggest, harmony with nature entails moral restraint
and humility: an acknowledgment that human life depends upon, and is accountable to, the
larger ecological whole.
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3-4. A Study of Selected Poems by Wendell Berry and Sohrab Sepehri

In Berry’s The Peace of Wild Things, the poet escapes human despair by surrendering to “the
peace of wild things / who do not tax their lives with forethought of grief.” Similarly, Sepehri’s
The Sound of the Water’s Footsteps envisions prayer and spiritual freedom within the rhythms
of wind, grass, and water. Both poets replace institutional religion with a sacred naturalism that
restores equilibrium between body, spirit, and earth.

In Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front, Berry explicitly denounces consumerism,
urging his readers to “praise ignorance, for what man has not encountered he has not destroyed,”
and to plant redwoods—symbols of long-term, intergenerational responsibility. His faith in
“two inches of humus that will build under the trees every thousand years” mirrors Sepehri’s
patient reverence for natural continuity and cyclical renewal.

3-5. The Difference Between Sepehri and Berry’s Perspectives

Wendell Berry and Sohrab Sepehri both link poetry to nature, yet their approaches diverge
sharply. Berry sees humanity as morally responsible for the land—urging care, cultivation, and
sustainability. His nature is a living project to be protected for future generations. He faces
modernity’s crises actively, emphasizing ethical engagement and ecological stewardship, where
beauty arises from human responsibility and labor.

Sepehri, by contrast, experiences unity with nature mystically and intuitively. For him,
nature is a spiritual homeland offering purity and simplicity, free from the corruption of modern
life. Beauty is inherent in nature itself, needing only to be perceived, not created.

While Berry’s poems, such as “The Apple Tree” and “The Mad Farmer Liberation Front,”
reflect active moral participation in nature’s cycle, Sepehri’s works express oneness and inner
peace within it. Berry’s vision remains ethically grounded and future-oriented, whereas
Sepehri’s is romantic, contemplative, and transcendental, reaching the harmony Berry can only
seek.

4- Conclusion

Both Wendell Berry and Sohrab Sepehri are nature-oriented poets influenced by Romanticism,
whose works can be analyzed through the lens of ecocriticism. In their poetry, nature is not
merely an aesthetic background but a living, conscious, and sacred presence—a teacher to live
with, learn from, and respect. While both celebrate simplicity, harmony, and spiritual return to
nature, Berry adopts a more realistic and moral stance, warning against environmental
destruction and urging responsibility, whereas Sepehri, rooted in Eastern mysticism, envisions
an inner serenity born of unity with existence. Ultimately, both poets resist humanity’s
alienation from nature in the modern age—one through contemplative gentleness, the other
through ecological urgency.

Key words: Eco-criticism, environmental aesthetics, Romanticism, Wendell Berry, Sohrab
Sepehri
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When despair for the world grows in me
And | wake in the night at the least sound
In fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
| go and lie down where the wood drake
Rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
| come into the peace of wild things
Who do not tax their lives with forethought of grief.
| come into the presence of still water.

And | feel above me the day-blind stars waiting with their light. For a time
| rest in the grace of the world and am free.
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In the essential prose
of things, the apple tree
stands up, emphatic
among the accidents
of the afternoon, solvent,
not to be denied.
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The forked
trunk and branches are

also a kind of necessary
prose...
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Love the quick profit, the annual raise,
Vacation with pay. Want more
Of everything ready-made. Be afraid
To know your neighbors and to die.
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Praise ignorance, for what man
has not encountered he has not destroyed.
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Put your faith in the two inches of humus

That will build under the trees
Every thousand years.
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in honor of friendship

and the fine spring weather

and the new boat

and our sudden thought

of the water shining

under the morning fog.
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All goes back to the earth,

and so | do not desire

pride of excess or power,

but the contentments made

by men who have had little:

the fisherman’s silence

receiving the river’s grace,
the gardener’s musing on rows.
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I lack the peace of simple things.

| am never wholly in place.

I find no peace or grace.

We sell the world to buy fire,

our way lighted by burning men,

and that has bent my mind

and made me think of darkness

and wish for the dumb life of roots .(Berry, 1998: 29)

Cdy g ol Cj 28 55 ool sl o 9 (Sokw 4 bl gaeddMe () e aS WS o Bl ol wy o)y

L am » ail 5)ls s o ) a8 Sl b Gubas 5 Jol8 3l pis (s 5058 1l Lo 45 0395 oK Sy sobod &

SUj ol g b Saom ole o celid g (Solw 8L ¢l ,eli 65,0 samd oLis «never wholly in a place

b ot ® 1y Lo Lo /p2,S5 g JUB1 5 rboo gt (502 255 oo (B9 S (o0 2B (st (sl s |y s ol el (500

S5 Sl 93,1 12318l g0 (S, 188 4y Ly 5 1038 o i Lo gl 5 /0 g Ll il L Lo ol frop 5 ]

3 oS cals cBy ol 9 gl oo |, it (g9l et El 4 )3 oy (BEITY, 19981 20) oy (sl

05 & S )b g 55 Ol 2 ad 5 g pogy SIS e &5 2SI (S ColSs [l 5 pog Clgs (g0 o by



W Sadlids 9 (Mo | ki oy hite I s ol 5 iy Jig ] plicelss fuloos

.Llfu;o )i.e O] & o.ug.; &Sl 3% L;ii)lﬁ>> BN (Y\‘:\ \vay cd)w) «cusly His 5395 619.9) “9) 5l v

oly 45 Sy o Ha5 4 (o) )95 3905 ¢ i3l o) (slixe 4> L(OUMMNING MEN) 0 (slaylus! 4 Jlize 2iSTy olgie @

2 M ol 3 sy o gle SB ope; 4 Silre Spgo 4 (So,6 LgS S o dunlio Gljgw slaglul b 1) b,

Jlio dhadi )5 ()b a8 3,8 Yol 45S0] plgs o S S8 (350 9 Cugboy ( S)U lgis 4 SB 4 S ST 5

€5 (0 5 opaj 4 sz dedd pad gl glpan b (So)U (gibre (sline ol sl odkiunl o5 il 5 (Sts ool
(Noren, 2018: 11) «.2g o cugis

In a country once » .lge b cul (cymd ol (bl § Lol (cpaie ol 1 Cab &Sy 505 il )

S 1a Wgd o )0 355 (sline 10 Cannbs yolic &S ] 4 ogMe canl «KGIVENY dcgommo jl &S a5 oyl ,» «FOrESted

The young woodland remembers

The old, a dreamer dreaming

Of an old holy book,

An old set of instructions,

And the soil under the grass

Is dreaming of a young forest,

And under the pavement the soil
Is dreaming of grass
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Pastoral literature is one of the oldest literary genres in the Western
tradition, which from ancient Greece and Rome to contemporary
ecocritical readings has consistently provided a space for rethinking the
relationship between human beings and nature, as well as the tension
between city and countryside. Despite the centrality of this genre in
global literary studies, it has not yet been recognized in Persian poetics
as an independent category and is often reduced to “rural literature” or
“regional literature.” This theoretical absence has led to a considerable
body of Persian texts with. pastoral features being overlooked from a
genre-oriented perspective. This study, aiming to fill this gap, reviews
the theoretical foundations of the pastoral in the Western tradition and
analyzes two examples from Persian literature. The first is the classical
tale of Moses and the Shepherd in Rumi’s Mathnavi, which may be
considered a manifestation of “mystical pastoral.” The second is Nima
Youshij’s long poem Pi-Daru Chupan, a modern example that, while
employing traditional pastoral elements (shepherd, shepherd’s love,
nature, and hunting), reconfigures their symbolic functions to create a
distinctive “Iranian pastoral,” in which nature acts as an active agent in
human destiny. The findings indicate that Persian literature has the
potential to redefine the pastoral genre. The study concludes that
attention to pastoral in Persian literature can not only fill a local genre-
theoretical gap but also connect Persian literary traditions with
contemporary comparative and environmental discourses
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Abstract

1. Introduction

The earliest literary taxonomy based on content is the tripartite division of the Greeks in
Aristotle’s Poetics, comprising the epic, the lyric, and the dramatic. Pastoral literature in the
West first emerged in Arcadia through the descriptive works of Theocritus, and later expanded
across the Caribbean islands and the British colonies. As a literary genre, the pastoral possesses
distinct structural and thematic characteristics that fundamentally set it apart from adjacent
genres such as the epic, the lyric, and the didactic. This genre, through its idealized
representation of rural life, its dialectic between natural and urban spaces, and its reflection of
environmental and cultural concerns, has secured a paradigmatic position in Western literary
traditions, from Greco-Roman classics to contemporary ecocritical frameworks. In contrast,
within the poetics of Persian literature, the pastoral has neither been identified as an independent
category nor analyzed through a coherent theoretical framework. This neglect, rooted in the
paradigmatic limitations of indigenous literary criticism and the lack of comparative
engagement with global discourses, has hindered the recognition of the latent potential of
Persian texts with pastoral features, creating a structural gap in critical analysis.

2. Objectives

Analyzing two concrete examples in Persian literature demonstrates the necessity of re-
recognizing the pastoral. The first, the story of Moses and the Shepherd in Rumi’s Masnavi,
exemplifies the representation of rural life and human interaction with nature. While faithful to
classical traditions, it accentuates the symbolic and ethical capacities of rural existence. The
second, Nima Youshij’s long poem Pi-Daru the Shepherd, represents a modern Persian
pastoral. It preserves classical elements of the genre (shepherd, nature, animals) but
reconfigures their symbolic function, portraying nature not as a passive backdrop but as an
active agent shaping human destiny. This analysis shows that the Persian pastoral is not a simple
translation of Western traditions but rather a localized and independent reinvention of a global
genre. The central research question asks whether one can identify an “Iranian Pastoral” and, if
so, what features distinguish it from its Western counterpart.

3. Methodology
The research method is grounded in an ecocritical approach and textual analysis. By reviewing
the theoretical foundations of the pastoral in Western traditions alongside the analysis of
classical and modern Persian examples, this study demonstrates that Persian pastoral literature
has the capacity for redefinition and reconceptualization. It can be connected to contemporary
comparative and environmental discourses while retaining its indigenous characteristics.
4. Findings
Based on the views of pastoral literary critics, the following key features can be identified as
constitutive of pastoral texts:
o Texts that, while simple in form, encompass complex concerns.
o Texts that describe natural landscapes and rural environments.
o Texts featuring a shepherd or a similar figure.
o Texts that depict the lifestyle and social structures of rural or pastoral communities.
o Texts that, while describing nature, rely on imagination, thereby constituting
imaginative rather than realist works.
e Texts that provide idealized depictions of their surroundings, with overtly utopian
tendencies.
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o Texts whose central theme is the shepherd’s love (or its equivalent), often highlighting
the tension between poor and rich, powerful and powerless, with undertones of protest.
o Texts that are intrinsically linked to environmental issues and embody ecocritical
concerns.
o Texts either authored by a pastoral poet (formal pastoral) or composed by rural folk,
transmitted orally with anonymous authorship (informal pastoral).
o Pastoral texts exist in two broad types: verse and prose.
Drawing on these features, pastoral literature may be defined as formal or informal, in verse or
prose, characterized by a simple, imaginative, and utopian style that narrates or describes
pastoral and rural social life, centered on nature and the environment. Its themes include rural
love, nostalgia for the past, the opposition of rich and poor, and the dichotomy of rural and
urban spaces.
The critical background and survey of Western perspectives on the pastoral reveal that this
genre has long been recognized as a literary type in the West. Numerous studies, including
articles, books, and dissertations, have explored it extensively. This research has shown that
Western scholars have given particular attention to the pastoral. In contrast, within Persian
literary studies, not only is pastoral literature absent as a recognized category, but there also
exists no independent scholarly analysis introducing or interpreting its content. This is despite
the fact that Persian literature abounds with works—both formal and informal—that, by the
definitions proposed in this study, fall within the pastoral category. There is thus a pressing
need for thematic, structural, contextual, and semantic analysis of these texts. Formal Persian
pastoral literature, especially the works of poets and writers who fit within this definition, offers
epistemological and cognitive functions and would be fruitful in intertextual studies through
literary criticism, anthropology, psychology, and discourse analysis. Likewise, the study of
informal Persian pastoral texts—classified under folk and oral literature—would provide even
greater scholarly value.

5. Results

The findings of this research show that pastoral literature, despite its apparent absence in
Persian literary theory, has a significant and identifiable presence in both classical and modern
texts. The analysis of Rumi’s Moses and the Shepherd illustrates how pastoral literature is
redefined within Iranian mysticism, elevated into a form of “mystical pastoral,” where the
honesty and simplicity of the shepherd surpass the grandeur of formal language and the
strictures of religious ritual. Conversely, the study of Nima Youshij’s Pi-Daru the Shepherd
demonstrates that in the modern context, the pastoral becomes a space for representing
suffering, wounds, and the agency of nature—where nature emerges as an active force shaping
human fate. Comparing these two examples makes clear that Persian literature possesses the
capacity to indigenize and re-create the pastoral: in the classical tradition through its connection
to mysticism, and in the modern tradition through its orientation toward ecocritical and social
critiques. Thus, one can indeed speak of an “Iranian Pastoral,” an independent genre that is not
a mere repetition of the Western model but a creative reproduction of it within the Persian
cultural and linguistic context. Recognizing this overlooked genre can fill a gap in Iranian
literary taxonomy and enable active participation in global comparative and environmental
discourses.

Keywords: literary genres, pastoral literature, rural literature, pastoral, shepherd
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1. Introduction

The concept of “Persian Qur’an” as a sacred hypertext reveals a profound connection between
Persian mystical tradition and Qur’anic revelation. This connection, initiated through Iranian
efforts in translating and interpreting the Qur’an, reached its literary zenith in works such as
Rumi’s Masnaviye Ma’navi and Divan-e Kabir. (Fotouhi, 1403/2024: 22) Shamse Tabrizi’s
reference to his own discourse as “Persian Qur’an” provided a foundational inspiration for
Rumi to rearticulate the revelatory experience in a poetic and mystical language. (Shamse
Tabrizi, 1402/2023: 93) Surah Yusuf, known as “Ahsan al-Qasas” (Yusuf: 3), conveys themes
such as patience, divine trial, and mercy through symbolic imagery like the well, the shirt, and
the dream. By employing sensory elements (color, rhythm, dialogue, and movement), this surah
interweaves narrative with rhetorical artistry and visual imagination, profoundly impacting both
believers and nonbelievers. (Sayyid Qutb, 1403/2024: 27) Within the framework of the
“articulate dream” theory, the Qur’an’s aesthetic structure is interpreted as a process of
imaginatively transforming divine truths into sensory images and poetic language. an
innovative approach that reimagines the Qur’an not only as a book of sacred law but also as a
literary, visionary, and experiential text.

Rumi, inspired by Shams-e Tabrizi, transforms mystical language into a medium for
recreating the revelatory experience. In Divan-e Kabirand Masnavi-ye Ma’navi, particularly
through allusions to Surah Yusuf, Rumi constructs a system of images, symbols, and sounds
that signifies the interplay of language, imagination, and revelation. Islamic philosophers, such
as Ibn Sina, view revelation as imaginative forms arising from connection with the Active
Intellect (Ibn Sina, 1375/1996: Vol. 3, 411), considering the faculty of imagination a tool for
rendering abstract concepts tangible. The articulated dream theory, unlike rationalist
perspectives or the prophetic dream theory, posits the Prophet as a conduit of revelation,
emphasizing the Qur’an’s rhetorical, symbolic, and cosmological structure. From this
perspective, religious language possesses a dreamlike and imaginative quality, with Surah
Yusuf offering a model of artistic sacred experience through its narrative, symbolic, and
musical elements. This study, drawing on the articulate dream theory and intertextual analysis,
examines the revelatory experience of Surah Yusuf in ghazals 16 and 189 of Rumi’s Divan-e
Kabirto demonstrate how Rumi, using Qur’anic imaginative forms, music, and intertextuality,
transforms the revelatory experience of Surah Yusuf into an intuitive and poetic language.

2. Methodology

This research employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive analytical method. The primary
data consist of the text of Surah Yusuf and two selected ghazals (16 and 189) from Rumi’s
Divan-e Kabir. The theoretical framework is grounded in the articulate dream theory, which
emphasizes five principles (divine truth, sensory image, sensory perception, spiritual intuition,
poetic expression), transforming metaphysical concepts of revelation into sensory images and
rhetorical language (lbn Arabi, 2012: 480). This framework is complemented by Julia
Kristeva’s theory of intertextuality (2003: 66) and Henry Corbin’s perspectives on creative
imagination (2022:75). Intertextuality, particularly allusion, serves as the primary tool for
analyzing semantic and structural connections between the Qur’an and Rumi’s poetry (Namvar
Motlagh, 2021: 60).

Data were purposively selected based on content criteria (reflection of revelatory themes and
Qur’anic symbols). Data analysis was conducted on three levels: 1) imagistic: examining
symbols and metaphors; 2) structural: analyzing meter, music, and rhetoric; 3) intertextual:
comparing semantic and narrative similarities with the Qur’an. Despite the limited sample size,
the multilayered analytical approach enhances interpretive depth and applicability, providing
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nuanced insights into the multisensory and symbolic recreation of the revelatory experience in
Rumi’s mystical poetry.

3. Discussion

Surah Yusuf conveys metaphysical and theological truths through a complex interplay of
symbolic imagery, sensory narrative, and rhetorical artistry. It employs narrative devices such
as symbolic spaces (the well), emotive objects (the shirt), and revelatory dreams to transform
divine truths into a multisensory textual experience (Sayyid Qutb, 2024: 247). Rumi, inspired
by the Qur’an’s narrative style and Shams-e Tabrizi’s teachings, reconstructs its revelatory
language in his mystical poetry. Drawing on the articulated dream theory, which emphasizes
the role of imagination in transforming transcendent truths into symbolic language. this study
demonstrates how Rumi’s ghazals 16 and 189 interact with the semiotic and aesthetic structures
of Surah Yusuf.

Ghazal 16 highlights the pain of separation and longing through images of the well’s
darkness and Jacob’s blindness, while ghazal 189 expresses the language of union and joy
through symbols like the scent of Yusuf, the throne, and the shirt, poetically and symbolically
embodying annihilation and divine union. From a comparative perspective, the structural and
imagistic similarities between the Qur’anic narrative and Rumi’s poetry extend beyond
superficial allusions. The cyclical meter, rhetorical repetitions such as ‘come’ and ‘dance,” and
syntactic brevity create a musical and rhythmic quality that aligns with eloquent and emotive
expression. Semiotic analysis reveals that elements like the “well” and “dream” hold symbolic
functions in the Qur’an, which Rumi reproduces with mystical and epistemological
connotations.

The dream plays a pivotal role in meaning-making in both texts. In the Qur’an, Yusuf’s
dream (Yusuf: 4) serves as a prelude to the narrative and revelatory truth; in Rumi’s poetry, it
is a tool for spiritual intuition and inner experience of truth. Similarly, the well in the Qur’an
represents a site of trial and emotional wound (Yusuf: 15), while in Rumi’s ghazals, it
symbolizes mystical descent and the onset of spiritual transformation. According to the
articulated dream theory, the dream is not a mental illusion but a sacred medium for revealing
divine knowledge in imagistic form. Thus, Rumi’s ghazals are not mere intertextual adaptations
of the Qur’an but dynamic representations of the revelatory experience through the symbolic
and multilayered language of Persian mystical poetry. Rumi’s poetry serves as an extension of
the Qur’an’s imaginative framework, transforming revelation into a message for reception and
a visionary reality for recreating the prophetic experience through language.

4. Conclusion

The comparative analysis of ghazals 16 and 189 from Rumi’s Divane Kabir reveals two
complementary dimensions of mystical experience, separation and union through dynamic
imagery (spring, dance, Yusuf) in ghazal 189 and static imagery (pitch, blindness) in ghazal 16.
These poetic structures mirror the narrative cycle of Surah Yusuf, oscillating between trial and
mercy. Within the five-stage model of the articulate dream theory (divine truth, tangible image,
sensory perception, intuition, poetic expression), revelation is not merely a verbal transmission
but a transition from a transcendent truth to sensory manifestation and poetic articulation.
Rumi’s poetry serves as a secondary revelation or renewed manifestation of meaning,
employing tools such as allusion, metaphor, repetition, meter, and musical resonance to
reproduce the revelatory experience. Ghazal 16 represents the axis of separation, suffering, and
patient endurance, while ghazal 189 symbolizes union, mercy, and the radiant manifestation of
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truth. This semantic cycle aligns with the structure of Surah Yusuf, which begins with a dream
and culminates in union and the restoration of the father’s sight. This recreation reproduces the
sacred experience through imaginative, intuitive, and musical language, guiding the audience
from words to vision and from vision to truth.

The novelty of this research lies in: 1) employing the articulated dream framework for an
interdisciplinary analysis of the connection between poetry and revelation; 2) analyzing the
rhetorical, imagistic, and musical structures of Rumi’s ghazals through Qur’anic intertextuality;
3) redefining the relationship between imagination and revelation in mystical literature; and 4)
demonstrating the capacity of poetic language to transform the revelatory experience into a
multisensory and intuitive expression. Research suggestions include: 1) exploring the
application of the articulate dream theory to Masnavi-ye Ma’navior works by poets such as
Hafez, Attar, and Sanai; 2) expanding comparative studies between revelatory structures in the
Qur’an and other religious texts, such as the Torah, Gospel, and Upanishads; and 3) evaluating
the musical and emotional effects of prosodic meters on recreating the revelatory experience in
Persian poetry and other literary traditions.

Keywords: Rumi’s Ghazals, Surah Yusuf, Spokesdream theory, artistic imagery,
intertextuality
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