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Abstract

This study tries to investigate epic imageries in al-Mutanabbi’s
and Onsori’s divans (collections of poems) in odes which have
particularly discussed the wars and campaigns of Sayf al-Dawla and
Mahmoud Ghaznavi. It also tries to analyze the common themes in the
epic images made by the two poets and by investigating the effect of
local colour in the creation of these images, it seeks to answer this
main question that what techniques did each of the poets used to
create epic images and what effect did they eventually have on the
superficiality or profoundness of images. The data was offered using
an analytical method and at the end, it is concluded that there exist
many similarities in the themes and imagery techniques used by the
two poets. It was revealed that Onsori has offered fine examples of
epic odes to Persian literature under the influence of al-Mutanabbi in
most of the themes for which Onsori has presented images.
Considering Onsori’s method in the creation of epic images, i.e., the
use of techniques such as using meters appropriate to epic, epic words
and collocations, similies and metaphors relevant to epic and
moghtazab odes which help add more epical atmosphere to his odes, it
can be claimed that although the images used by al-Mutanabbi are
better than those used by Onsori in terms of nobility, variety,
complexity and vividness, al-Mutannabi’s images are better
considering the use of epic elements for creating epic tone in his odes.
Also, showing the superficiality of epic images used by the two poets
and their keeping away from the density of images that could lead to
complexity and exaggeration in poetry is another finding of this study.
Keywords: Comparative Literature, Al-Mutannabi, Onsori, Epic
imagery
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